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The holiday season is sure to 
bring out the very best that 
AARP chapters have to offer, 

and 2007 was no exception.
In Pennsylvania, for example, more 

than 1,200 members representing 18 
AARP chapters helped brightened the 
lives of thousands of nursing home 
residents through the Presents for 
Patients program.

Sponsored by St. Barnabas Charities, 
the annual project matches nursing 
home residents over a ®ve-state 
region with volunteers who provide 
and personally deliver seasonal gifts. 
Since its debut in 1984, Presents for 

Patients has lifted the spirits of more 
than 300,000 health care facility 
residents.

In addition to a brightly wrapped 
package, patients receive something 
less tangible but of much higher value. 
ªHope,º says Dick Chevre®ls, state 
director of AARP Pennsylvania, ªis the 
unwrapped gift of Presents for 
Patients.º

Pat Domachowski, president of 
Pittsburgh Observatory Chapter 
1435, tells of delivering a present and 
visiting with her adopted resident, an 
elderly man who was con®ned to his 
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bed. While he seemed attentive as 
she chatted, the gentleman was 
not very responsive. As Pat pre-
pared to leave, she laid her hand 
on the man's shoulder and whis-
pered, ªTake care, dear heart, we 
will see you soon.º At that 
moment the man's eyes ®lled with 
tears.

Pat quickly apologized, fearing 
she had said or done something 
to offend the man. He then spoke 
to her for the ®rst time, explaining 
that no one had called him ªdear 
heartº since his wife had passed 
away. ªWe shared a special con-
nection, and I still get goose 
bumps when I tell the story,º Pat 
says. ªThat's the giving spirit 
behind the Presents for Patients 
program.º

Meanwhile in The Bronx, New 
York, Broncksland 5388  members 
continued their two-year effort in 
support of a local homeless 
shelter.

For Thanksgiving, the chapter 
sponsored a holiday drive that 
collected over 30 cases of nonper-
ishable foods. In January, the 
chapter sponsored a Three Kings 
Day celebration, providing cloth-
ing, toys and other gifts for the 
more than 80 families for whom 
the shelter is home.

Up the road in Connecticut, 
Rocky Hill 489  got an early jump 
on the end-of-year activities.

In September, members collect-
ed and packed 18 parcels for local 
military servicepersons on duty in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. The gifts 
included phone cards, disposable 
cameras, crossword puzzles, read-
ing and writing materials, can-

dies, personal grooming items 
and one big note of thanks signed 
by chapter members. All this 
while another contingent of chap-
ter volunteers provided support 
for the ªtalking booksº program 
and Sensory Garden at the 
Connecticut Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped. 
Both projects drew coverage in 
the local press, further raising the 
chapter's visibility in the Rocky 
Hill community.

In Virginia, proud representa-
tives of Dulles Area 4681 were on 
hand at a pre-Thanksgiving cer-
emony witnessing the awarding 
of $2,000 in nursing scholarships 
to two George Mason University 
students. The scholarships were 
made possible by the chapter's 
donation of its annual yard sale 
proceeds. The 2007 effort was the 
largest in the chapter's history 
and involved virtually all 125 
members.

The chapter's donation was 
prompted by research indicating 
the commonwealth faces a poten-
tial shortage of 22,000 nurses by 
the year 2020. ªWhat better way 
for us to take an active role in pre-
paring for the future of our own 
health care,º Chapter President 
Brent DeRobertis explains. �P
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